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Virginia Department of Forestry Responds to Extreme Weather across Virginia 
 
Spring wildfire season, which began February 15, is in full swing and the high winds that raged across 
Virginia since Thursday only made conditions more dangerous. Governor Northam declared a State of 
Emergency Friday afternoon as a result of extreme weather conditions which resulted in hundreds of 
wildfires throughout the Commonwealth.  
 
Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) firefighters have responded to fires in the counties of 
Albemarle, Amherst, Amelia, Appomattox, Bedford, Botetourt, Buckingham, Campbell, Caroline, Charles 
City, Charlotte, Chesterfield, Clark, Culpeper, Cumberland, Essex, Fauquier, Floyd, Fluvanna, Frederick, 
Gloucester, Green, Greensville, Halifax, Hanover, Henry, James City, King & Queen, King William, Louisa, 
Lunenburg, Madison, Mecklenburg, Nelson, New Kent, Nottoway, Orange, Rappahannock, Rockingham, 
Pittsylvania,  Powhatan, Pulaski, Shenandoah, Spotsylvania, Stafford,  Warren, Westmorland and Wythe. 
 
Since Friday, the VDOF has responded to 127 fires covering approximately 690 acres across the state. 
The largest fire covered more than 302 acres.  VDOF firefighters have protected at least 78 homes with 
an estimated total value of more than $12 million dollars.  
 
“This high-risk season is made even more serious by the extreme weather conditions we’ve seen these 
past few days,” said John Miller, VDOF director of fire and emergency response. “It’s important for 
people to be more aware of this elevated fire risk and to take more precautions than they otherwise 
might.”  
 
Most wildfires in Virginia are the result of debris burning.  So it is extremely important for people to 
abide by the 4 p.m. burning law which went into effect Feb. 15. The law prohibits open burning between 
the hours of midnight and 4 p.m. each day.  Burning is permitted between the hours of 4 p.m. and 
midnight, but officials at the VDOF urge people to avoid burning outdoors altogether while these 
extreme conditions persist.   
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“Wildfires are very dangerous,” said Fred Turck, VDOF fire prevention manager.  “Under such windy 
conditions, a wildfire can grow very quickly and be unpredictable.  Even a small wildfire can destroy 
natural resources, homes and other buildings, and wildfires put Virginians and their firefighters in 
danger.  If you are careful with anything that could start a wildfire, you are doing your part to prevent a 
wildfire.”  
 
A Fire Weather Warning, issued by the National Weather Service, remains in effect for most of Central 
and Eastern Virginia today. If you spot a fire, please call 911. 
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The Virginia Department of Forestry protects and develops healthy, sustainable forest resources for 
Virginians.  Headquartered in Charlottesville, the Agency has forestry staff members assigned to every 
county to provide citizen service and public safety protection across the Commonwealth, which it’s been 
doing now for more than 100 years.  VDOF is an equal opportunity provider. 
 
With nearly 16 million acres of forestland and more than 108,000 Virginians employed in forestry, forest 
products and related industries, Virginia forests provide an overall economic output of more than $21 
Billion annually.   
 
 

 


